This article questions the relevance of the notion of generation to describe the cohort who lives in Beijing and who was born in the 1980s and early 1990s, after the implementation of the reforms and opening-up policy in China. The analysis relies on 627 questionnaires collected in Beijing in 2010. The sample was stratified by age and sex, and, based on quotas; it was split into five age groups (18-26 year-olds, 33-41 year-olds, 48-56 year-olds, 63-71 year-olds and 78-86 year-olds). The respondents were questioned on their perception of turning points and socio-historical changes that occurred during their lifetime. After having analysed the data in a comparative perspective, we came to conclusion that the word generation is suitable to describe the young people from Beijing born in the 1980s and early 1990s not only because they do share autobiographical and collective historical memories, but also because these memories have by and large taken place between their adolescence and entry into adulthood (supporting the hypothesis of the existence of a reminiscence bump).
Theoretical framework
Individual life course and History are strongly imbedded. Since the middle of the last century, sociologists have been seeking to understand the mechanics of this embedded-ness on micro-, meso-, and macro-socioeconomic levels. As C. Wright Mills stated, "the existence of the individual and the history of society can only be understood when viewed together" ([1959] 2006:5). The theoretical perspective of the life course provides researchers with orientation points -biography, history, and society -in analysing the interactions between the turning point occurring in the life course, the sociohistorical change, and the transformation of social structures because women and men are agents embedded into a historical and societal context 1 . Their life trajectories can also only "be understood when viewed as having an intimate and intricate relationship with socio-historical structures" (Mills [1959] 2006:146 and 162) . If Cain was the first sociologist to define the notion of life course (1964), Riley's contribution integrated this definition, following the legacy of Mills, with the influence of societal, political, and economic contexts on the lives of individuals (Riley 1979) . Her definition also incorporates Mannheim's thesis, which postulates that life trajectories are also influenced by history. Therefore, they are differentiated according to birth cohorts or generations. The latter dimension has been reinforced by Neugarten's theoretical work on the importance of the age at which life course transitions take place (Neugarten et al. 1965; Neugarten and Hagestad 1976; Marshall and Mueller 2003) . In his work Children of the Great Depression, Glen H. Elder set the lasting theoretical foundation of the paradigm of the life course ([1974] 1999) . This theoretical perspective enables us to understand the logic that structures the various life trajectories of individuals throughout their whole lives. It also enables us to apprehend the interactions that link them to each other while anchoring them in specific social contexts (Sapin et al. 2007:34) .
Research question
In this article, consistent with the above-mentioned line of thought, we are interested in the views of individuals in contemporary China regarding their life course and the socio-historical environment in which they evolve. We seek to understand what they identify as a turning point in their autobiographical trajectory and which of the socio-historical changes that have taken place during their lives have affected them the most. This analysis of collective autobiographical memory and collective historical memory leads us towards the following research question: Do the cohort born in the 1980s in Beijing, after the implementation of the one-child policy as well as the reform and opening up policy, form a generation in the sense of Mannheim? Chinese media and scholars often refer to the post-1980s -the balinghou -as a generation: the only-child generation, the me-generation, the naked-wedding generation, etc.
2 However, according to our knowledge none of them has ever sociologically defined why the youths born in the 1980s may be referred as a generation. With this article our aim is to try to fill in this gap relying on exploratory data collected in Beijing in 2010.
Generation and cohort: a conceptual discussion
Karl Mannheim first theorized the notion of generation in 1928, yet demographers prefer to use the term cohort, which allows them to go from a comparative approach between periods to a comparative approach between cohorts (Ryder 1965; Glenn 1977; Rosow 1978) . For demographers, "a cohort is composed of a collection of individuals who have lived through a similar event at the same period of time" (Galland [2001 (Galland [ ] 2011 . By extension, they refer to birth cohorts if the people are born in the same year. In this article we will favour the use of the notion of generation, because it is commonly used in Chinese scientific journals and media (Feng 2008) . We have chosen to keep its sociological meaning, which is broader than its historical and genealogical definitions, and which adds to the definition proposed by Mannheim. We acknowledge that generations are socially constructed. They are made up of individuals from close birth cohorts who experience changes or pivotal socio-historical events at the same time, between adolescence and entry into adulthood, and witness a crystallization and formation of their generational identity. Contrary to Mannheim, we believe that individual members of a generation are not always conscious of their generational identity. This concept of identity can thus be conscious or unconscious (Chauvel [1998 (Chauvel [ ] 2011 Galland [2001] 2011). We therefore conceive the notion of identity as a generational continuum (Erikson [1968 (Erikson [ ] 1993 Dubar 1994 Dubar , 2000 . It is not passed down from generation to generation, but it is reconstructed for each generation on the basis of the socio-historical context and the heritage of preceding generations. Thus, the social definition of generations is formed during youth on the borders of collective memory and modern history (Attias-Donfut 1998:168) . In China, "youth" extends from 10 to 30 years and has a positive connotation. The word carries the idea of hope, courage, dynamism, and even novelty. Furthermore, historiography shows that since the creation of the People's Republic of China (PRC) in 1949, this concept has been idealized to serve the interests of the Party and the State (Liu 2011; Ngai et al. 2001) . Moreover, the Party-State did not hesitate to formalize the history of the country to focus the collective memory of the population. This connection between written history (historical memory), popular memories (minjian memory), and lived history (collective memory) is at the heart of our analysis.
Article outline
At the outset, we will analyse how people from Beijing perceive the turning points, those radical changes that have completely altered their lives (Elder [1974] 1999; Hareven and Masaoka 1988; Abbott 2001; . We hypothesize that the post-1980 generation, the balinghou, possesses a collective memory for autobiographical memories and that the construction of their generational identity partly relies on this. Next, we will examine the way in which these very people from Beijing view the events and socio-historical changes that have taken place during their life course. By looking at the subjective perception of an individual who may have been traumatized by the development of a socio-historical event or, on the contrary, may have strongly welcomed it (Bertrand 2010 ), we will test our second hypothesis, which states that the post-1980 generation also shares a collective historical memory, or in other words a shared memory of History -"a produced, lived, oral, normative, short and plural memory" (Candau 2005:59) that is formed within social frameworks (Halbawchs [1925] 1994) and which can "assimilate certain characteristics of a group and [... become similar] to the extent that it produces a shared representation of the past" (Candau 2005:77) . By verifying the two preceding hypotheses, we will come to our conclusion that the word generation is suitable to describe the young people from Beijing born in the 1980s and early 1990s not only because they do share autobiographical and collective historical memories but also because these memories have by and large taken place between their adolescence and entry into adulthood. The last point shows that the hypothesis of the existence of a reminiscence bump, the creation of a generational identity between adolescence and the start of adulthood, is also supported by our case study conducted in Beijing.
Methodology

Survey and sample
Our analysis is based on a cross-sectional study that we conducted between April and July 2010 in Beijing, China, as part of the international research "Changes and events during the life course" 3 . We interviewed 627 persons, who completed the questionnaires independently. Our sample was stratified by age and sex among the eight districts that make up the centre of Beijing 4 . It would have been interesting to compare the collective memories of urbanhukou and rural-hukou people in Beijing, but because of time and budget constraints we decided to include only Beijing urbanites in our sample. To make sure that the respondents belonged to the urban population, we introduced a question on the type of resident booklet (huji zhidu) that the respondent possessed. Our sample, based on quotas, was split into five age groups:
l 18-26 years old (1984) (1985) (1986) (1987) (1988) (1989) (1990) (1991) (1992) : entry into adulthood l 33-41 years old (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) (1973) (1974) (1975) (1976) (1977) : settled family and professional life l 48-56 years old (1954) (1955) (1956) (1957) (1958) (1959) (1960) (1961) (1962) : advanced family and professional life l 63-71 years old (1939) (1940) (1941) (1942) (1943) (1944) (1945) (1946) (1947) : retirement l 78-86 years old (1924) (1925) (1926) (1927) (1928) (1929) (1930) (1931) (1932) : advanced retired life
In our analysis, we examine a sample of 580 people equally distributed between the five age groups and between genders 5 . We asked three open questions, to which they could give up to four answers and explanations.
In this article, we will focus on two of those questions 6 , which will allow us to explore, on the one hand, the collective autobiographical memory of the post-1980 generation and, on the other hand, its collective memory of socio-historical changes: The structure of our research has been inspired by the work of Tamara Hareven on turning points in the life course and how these turning points are perceived by individuals (Hareven and Masaoka 1988) , as well as by the research on collective memories of modern history conducted in the United States (Schuman and Scott 1989; Schuman and Rodgers 2004; Settersten and Martin 2002) , Europe (Scott and Zac 1993; Schuman et al. 1994; Schuman et al. 1998; Larson and Lizardo 2007) , Israel (Schuman et al. 2003) , Russia (Schuman and Corning 2000) , and Japan (Schuman et al. 1998) . Whereas these works deal with the perception of socio-historical events that took place during a specified period that may have preceded the birth of the respondents or with the perception of specific events, our empirical research concentrates on the socio-historical changes that have taken place during the lives of the respondents. To date, only two such studies have been conducted in China: those of Jennings and Zhang (2005) on the rural population and our study, which focuses on the collective autobiographical and historical memories of the urban population of Beijing.
Data analysis
To evaluate our hypotheses, we created graphical analyses as well as logistic regressions, with either the turning point or the socio-historical change as the dependent variable, and age, gender, and level of education as the independent variables. The last two variables were also used as control variables in evaluating the generational effect (linked to age) mentioned in the answers. Indeed, our objectives were to test the interactions between the independent variables, to compare them, and to determine which can best explain why the respondents mention a specific turning point or sociohistorical event. We also analysed the reasons the respondents gave for their answers. This methodical approach allowed us to highlight clearly, among the five cohorts studied, the differences in how the inhabitants of Beijing perceived the turning points and socio-historical changes that occurred during their lives.
The post-1980 generation: a collective memory of the life course
In this section, we concentrate on the subjective turning points described by those from the post-1980 generation in Beijing. Their answers are analysed and put in perspective with those provided by the four other age groups interviewed: 1969-1977, 1954-1962, 1939-1947, and 1924-1932 . This retrospective and subjective reconstruction of their history in changing societal and historical contexts inevitably leads each individual to re-evaluate their idea of what constitutes a turning point in their life. Thus, the turning points mentioned in 2010 may be different from those that would have been described if the survey had been conducted in 2005. Moreover, we need to stress that the concept of a turning point is socially constructed and can evolve with the societal, economic, political, and historical changes in a given society. China is a particularly interesting case to study because, since the creation of the PRC in 1949, the country has suffered numerous socioeconomic, political, and historical upheavals, which have shaken the norms and values of the country and its population. Among these upheavals are the following: the law that put an end to arranged marriages (1950), the Cultural Revolution and the sending of educated youth to the countryside (1966) (1967) (1968) (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) (1973) (1974) (1975) (1976) , the implementation of the reforms and opening-up policy (1978) , the establishment of the one-child policy (1980) , and the dismantling of state enterprises and of the welfare state system (initiated in 1992). Studying the autobiographical collective memory of the first generation of only children is of particular interest (in our sample, they were aged between 18 and 26 years at the time of the interview) because it is the first generation of young people who did not grow up under Mao Zedong. These children were born at the start of the reforms and at the time of the implementation of the one-child policy. Although this generation, described by researchers and the media as that of "small emperors" (xiao huangdi) and "little princesses" (xiao gongzhu) (Fong 2004; Xi et al. 2006; Yan 2006; Chicharro 2010; Liu 2011) , appears to some extent to be favoured in comparison with the generation of their parents and grandparents, it is also a vulnerable generation. The work of the China Youth and Children Research Centre reveals that the Chinese youth are particularly stressed (Xi et al. 2006) ; they have to adapt to a society in which their parents have not necessarily mastered the new norms and codes, and the social security and life employment systems inherited from Mao's period have been dismantled. The balinghou have to deal with a rise in unemployment and inflation, and they are responsible for providing for their parents once their parents cannot work anymore 7 
Turning points the most often mentioned by the five age groups
If we mix all the age groups together and look at the types of turning points by adding up the answers given by each respondent, the following emerge as the main transitions or turning points in the lives of the Chinese: education (cited by 57.9% of respondents), profession (cited by 54.8% of respondents), and family (cited by 34% of respondents). Education was the first turning point mentioned by the 18-26 age group (65.2% of their answers) 8 . The fact that education is ranked second in the 33-41 age group, as well as third, fourth, and fifth, respectively, in the 48-56, 78-86, and 63-71 age groups, depicts its growing importance in the life course of the urban population. Education seems to have always been a central part of the lives of the Chinese population. Explanations for this not only lie in the nation's Confucian heritage and the Imperial Examination, but also in the emphasis put on education and scientific development since the re-introduction in 1977 of the university exam (gaokao), and the "four modernisations" enacted by Deng Xiaoping the following year. 
Education as a turning point for the four older age groups
The four older age groups (1969-1977, 1954-1962, 1939-1947 and 1924-1932) all retrospectively considered the domain education as a turning point in their lives. 23.6% of the respondents born between 1969 and 1977, who grew up during the period of reforms mentioned this turning point. Most of them refer to this as an essential capital to access upward social mobility in China. Comparing these answers with those of the two cohorts that grew up under Mao Zedong yields interesting results. Education as a turning point stands at 15.7% for the cohort born between 1954 and 1962, which could be termed the "lost generation" 9 -educated youths (zhiqing) sent to the countryside. This cohort mentioned education more often than the cohorts preceding it (1939-1947 and 1924-1932) 10 . By comparing this with the socio-historical changes that this age group cited and the reasons they gave, we can see that education was cited because the gaokao was reintroduced at that point (1977) . At this time a few of the respondents in this birth cohort, then aged between 15 and 25 years, were given the opportunity to return from the countryside, to try to pass the exam to secure a place at university. Whereas the oldest birth cohort in the sample, when mentioning the domain education as a turning point, mostly refers to an interruption in their studies. This example shows how important it is to study the moment in which the turning point took place during a person's life course so as to understand the interconnection between the turning point in the life trajectory and historical time (Giele and Elder, 1998; Hareven 2000) . By analysing the number of turning points most frequently mentioned by each age group and the reasons provided for such mentions, we can see differences emerging in the autobiographical memory of the five cohorts.
Turning points the most often mentioned by the post-1980s
The answers given by the balinghou show that they have been involved in the education from the age of five. Meanwhile, if we take the aforementioned reasons into account, we can see that at this age members of this birth cohort refer to the start of their education and their success in this area. Moreover, as illustrated in Figure 1 , the imprint education leaves in the lives of people is much stronger for those who grew up during or after the implementation of the policy of reform and openness of 1978, regardless of the gender of the respondent (Table 1; Table 2 ).
This could be due to the surplus of university students in our sample (60% of respondents) or the fact that the balinghou in our sample were at maximum 26 years old at the time of the interview. The latter, too young to have lived through all the key transitions in their life-course (education, (Croll 1995; Liu 2011; Fong 2004) . Their parents were mostly born in the 1950s. Most of them had very few opportunities to further their education after secondary school: they were either allocated a position in a collective or State-owned enterprise, or sent-down to the countryside to work as farmers, the luckiest of them had the chance to join and find a job in the People's Liberation Army. So these parents had the tendency to see their children's education as a "sésame" (a key) to a successful career and upward social mobility. With competition between young graduates becoming ever fiercer, many aim to get into elite universities (Beijing University, Tsinghua University) and to extend their time in higher education by pursuing a Master's degree. Fengshu Liu called this the university complex. This rational behaviour leads to a collective irrationality and provokes a steep increase in the number of graduates, which, in turn, leads to the relative and progressive devaluation of degrees on the employment market. Another reason why education was cited as a turning point by more than 65% of balinghou respondents is that access to universities in China is sanctioned by an extremely selective national exam: the gaokao. This exam takes place at the end of high school. Moreover, to be able to get into high school, students also have to pass another exam at the end of middle school: the zhongkao. In the area of education, these two turning points are the most often mentioned by the respondents. In the reasons given by the respondents, the idea that passing the university entrance exam is the key to a successful professional life and will ensure a "good life" arises time and again 11 . The respondents also mentioned the difficulties linked to the workload during this period 12 . The logistic regressions that we conducted (Table 2) clearly show an age effect: the odds that the balinghou will mention this turning point is 9.3 times higher for those born between 1924 and 1932, 11.9 times higher for respondents born between 1939 and 1947, 7.2 times higher for those born between 1954-1962, and 5.4 times higher for those born between 1969 and 1977. This generational effect is stronger than the effect of the respondent's level of education (although the latter is also significant).
Contrary to the other cohorts, the balinghou aged between 20 and 24 rarely mentioned profession and family as turning points. This is in step with the tendency to extend the period of time in higher education in China; however, we must keep in mind that the overrepresentation of universities in our sample affects the results. Indeed, although the Chinese Minister of Education may aim to increase the number of young people admitted into university from year to year, the entrance exams are still extremely selective (at least for public institutions) 13 , and those who are the most represented are young people from the privileged strata of society. It would seem that the development of general education and university studies in China contributes to creating the Beijing youth who are defined by scholarization (temps scolaire) (Galland [1984] 2009). Employment seems to have come later for the post-1980 generation than for the preceding ones, and the age at which people marry seems to have progressed (Figure 1, Tables 1 and 2 ). The answers obtained in our survey also support the concept of the individualization of society (Yan 2006) . Whereas the other cohorts do not mention the couple and the individual as turning points, the balinghou begin to do so. The law of 1999, which stipulates that Saturdays and Sundays can be nonworking days, the increase in the standard of living of the majority of the urban population, and the law of 1 May 2000 on the introduction of paid leave may also explain this new trend.
Discussion
These various analyses enable us to find characteristics that are common to all the balinghou in our sample, such as that success in education is vital to obtain a "good" job and social status (the desire to move up the social ladder). In contrast, the preceding cohorts of the same age were more focused on getting their first job and on marriage. Their lives were also more affected by socio-historical changes. Based on the turning points mentioned by the balinghou, it seems that they develop the desire for intimacy and personal development before embarking on the next stages of entry into adulthood (marriage, first child, etc.). This generation is also much less politicized than that of its parents or grandparents (Figure 1) . It almost makes no mention of adhering to the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) as a turning point. This observation corroborates the results of a survey made by Chinese researchers (Liu 2011). Although the balinghou may adhere to the CCP, such adherence is due less to their political convictions than to pragmatism, that is, so that they can find a "good job" more easily. All the same, we recognize that it would be incorrect to call these young inhabitants of Beijing a "social unity, a formed group vested with common interests" (Bourdieu [1984] 2002:145). The urban Chinese youth are far from uniform. The group is still affected by differences in its members' social status and the unequal opportunities that may result from such differences. In our logistic regressions (stepwise/ backward/log likelihood), we took into account the impact that gender and level of education could have on the answers provided. Despite the discrepancies within cohorts, the differences in the perception of the turning points that take place during people's biographical trajectories are greater between cohorts. It is true, therefore, that a dominant autobiographical collective memory exists depending on the age groups studied. Referring to the work of Schuman, Scott, and Rosow, we define a generation according to the turning points and the respondents' views on the primary reasons for these; thus, we can conclude that the balinghou tend to constitute a generation.
The post-1980 generation: a collective memory of history
In this section we examine the collective memory of history of the post-1980 generation in Beijing, together with the socio-historical changes, written history, and experienced history (histoire vécue) in China. No correlation seems to exist between the level of education or gender of the respondent and the number of answers given by the respondents to the following question 14 :
Now think about the major events and changes that have taken place in your country and across the world during your lifetime so far. Which of these have affected you most? In what particular way have they affected you?
Socio-historical changes the most often mentioned by the five age groups
If one takes into account the total number of socio-historical changes that were cited, taking all the age groups as a whole, sport/culture emerges in first place (40.7% of answers), followed by reforms (34.5%), natural disasters (29.3%), September 11 (14.5%), the foundation of the PRC (10.9%), health (10.2%), the end of the Maoist period (9.8%), and political repressions (8.4%) 15 . Our analysis focuses on the three main areas of socio-historical change and the reasons why they were cited by the five age groups (Table  3; Table 4 ).
The 2008 Olympic Games and the 2010 World Expo: a period effect
Sport/culture, in reference to the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing and, to a lesser extent, the 2010 Shanghai World Expo (see Tables 3 and 4) , is frequently mentioned by the five age groups. This area emerged at the head of the socio-historical changes cited by the cohorts 18-26 and 33-41 years old. It also ranked second, third, and fourth, respectively, in the cohorts 48-56, 63-71, and 78-86 years old. This frequency can be explained by the period effect. In fact, even if an analysis of the coefficients of logistic regression reveals that only age is significant, the figure below highlights the period effect. Our survey was conducted in the spring of 2010 in Beijing: 2010 was the year the World Expo took place in China, and Beijing was the site of the 2008 Olympic Games. What is more, these two events were widely covered by the media. References to the Olympic Games in the city were just as prolific on the infrastructure level as on advertising boards. The Olympic slogan, which was pictured everywhere (television, schools, fences of construction sites, bus stops, crisp packets, etc.), remained on the people's minds: tong yi ge shijie, tong yi ge mengxiang (One World, One Dream). The central government used the two popular events as means of communication with the population, to make them feel that the country had regained its majestic past. The successful organization of these events also allowed the Chinese Communist Party to prove its legitimacy or to partly rediscover it. Indeed, by taking into account the 2008 Olympic Games when analysing the reasons given by respondents, feelings of patriotism, national pride, and China's regained grandeur are often cited. 16 Some people say the events gave other countries an opportunity to better understand China (shijie geng liaojie zhongguo); others remark that the Olympic Games allowed for the development of urban infrastructures. The second most frequently mentioned socio-historical change by the balinghou was natural disasters. In particular, as shown in Table 3 , the earthquake that took place in Sichuan on May 12, 2008 was the most often mentioned. At times the respondents mentioned both the Sichuan and Qinghai earthquakes; however, to make our analysis more representative, we analysed the answers as if only the first had been mentioned. Before the Sichuan earthquake, the Chinese media had highlighted the egotism, individualism, materialism, and pragmatism of the post-1980 generation, which was born out after the reforms and had grown up in a prosperous economic environment 17 . After the earthquake, the media's tone changed due to the strong mobilization among the youth to collect funds and provide aid to victims, among other relief efforts. The media began to highlight the altruism that the Chinese youth were able to show by connecting it back to the society's extensive Confucian tradition. The Chinese leaders Hu Jintao and Wen Jiabao also used this natural disaster to fan the patriotic flame among the population and to bolster the legitimacy of their actions in the eyes of the people. History leaves a strong generational imprint on different cohorts. By using age as an independent variable in our logistic regression (stepwise/backward/log likelihood), with gender and level of education as control variables, an age effect can be noted. It seems that gender and age (variables) exert the most influence on the mention of this change (the odds ratio for a woman to mention this change was 1.985, and the balinghou were 5.6 times more likely to mention this change than people aged between 78 and 86 years) 18 . Natural disasters is ranked sixth among the socio-historical changes cited in the cohort 78-86 years old (6% of answers), fourth in the cohort 63-71 years old (10%), fifth in the cohort 48-56 years old (10.9%), and third in the cohort 33-41 years old (17.9%). In the last age group, natural disasters had the same rank as the reforms (17.9%) 19 . This data shows a certain de-politicization among the generations that grew up during the period of reforms. Among those aged between 33 and 41 years, 7.1% mentioned the political repressions, particularly Tiananmen Square, because they were 12-20 years old in 1989 and may have participated in the events or been witnesses to them. This turns out to be a particularly high percentage of answers if we take into account that this historic event is not part of the official history of the country and remains a taboo subject. The people's memory (minjian) of troops from the People's Liberation Army intervening to end the protests in the square is still extremely vivid. Nevertheless, it would seem that Deng Xiaoping has won his gamble; that is, to wipe away this memory by re-establishing economic reforms that satisfied the population by raising their living standards, providing them more entrepreneurial freedom, and hoisting China to the ranks of the great powers without renouncing its communist ideology and political organization. Indeed, the implementation of the reforms and opening-up policy was mentioned by all the respondent cohorts (regardless of age). Even the balinghou mentioned the reforms although they started to be implemented before they were born. We have a period effect at hand: the reforms began in 1978 and continue to this day so all the cohorts have experienced them and continue to experience their effects in their everyday lives; this corroborates the results of Jennings and Zhang's (2005) study on the rural population. The balinghou can also be distinguished by their silence. Unlike their elders, they mentioned very few political events. Although the post-1980 generation may seem depoliticized, it still maintains a strong nationalist sentiment. This was shown in the reasons they gave for citing the Olympic Games as a memorable socio-historical change. An explanation for this can be found in the patriotic campaigns 20 that the Chinese government launched in the 1990s to establish a binding feeling of national unity in the face of the weakening of the communist ideology in people's minds.
The third most frequently mentioned socio-historical change by the balinghou was the terrorist acts of September 11. The respondents admitted to being highly influenced by western culture, especially the American culture 21 . In the reasons they gave, this change seemed to be of particular significance because it revealed the instability of the international environment 22 . Moreover, the government used this event to create a climate of fear of Muslim terrorist attacks and to make its policy of repression in the province of Xinjiang legitimate in the eyes of the population. This province, situated near Central Asia, is Uyghur in culture and Muslim in faith and has very slight separatist tendencies. Figure 2 and the logistic regressions illustrate that age and generational effects predominate when this socio-historical change is cited. The balinghou were 38.5 times more likely to mention this change than the age group born between 1924 and 1932 (see Table 4 ).
Discussion
Although the post-1980 generation could not mention the Cultural Revolution or the establishment of the Popular Republic of China because it had not yet been born then, our results show that history has left a strong imprint on the cohorts and contributes to creating their generational identities. Despite the clear differences between cohorts based on gender, level of education, or social background, our analysis shows that age is a structural variable of collective memory 23 . The post-1980 generation successfully shares a collective historical memory even if this memory seems to have been largely manipulated and rewritten by the Party-State.
Collective memory and reminiscence bump
The respondents' answers (from the five age groups examined in this article) to the questions on the turning points and socio-historical changes during their lives highlight the existence of a reminiscence bump (not based on gender) between 15 and 24 years old for turning points and between 10 and 24 years for socio-historical changes 24 (Appendixes F and G) . Scholars who have researched autobiographical memory or the memory of the life course have shown that, on the one hand, these memories have been strongly influenced by the self (Conway et al. 2000) and that, on the other hand, most of the memories cited took place when the respondents who were aged over 35 when questioned were between 10 and 25 years old (Rubin 1986; Rubin et al. 1986; Holmes et al. 1999) . The younger individuals tended to cite more recent memories that had taken place in the first 20-30 years of their lives (Rubin 1986 ). Mannheim believed that memories of socio-historical changes are registered in the memory of individuals if these individuals are between 17 and 25 years old when the events take place. This is because people are more receptive to change at this period in their lives. For researchers, this reminiscence bump is the time when individuals are living through their years of youth -the period between adolescence and entry into adulthood when life choices are made and, at the confluence of their life course and history, their personal and generational identity crystallize (Fitzgerald 1988; Conway 1997) .
Our results confirm the theory on the reminiscence bump. However, we did find the same boundaries that Conway did (his work is based on that of Erikson). He placed the reminiscence bump of autobiographical memories between the ages 20 and 29 and that of socio-historical memories between the ages 10 and 19 (Conway and Haque 1999) . Moreover, the logistic regressions for turning points and socio-historical changes mentioned show that in most cases, age is the most significant variable in explaining why a cohort may cite a personal turning point or a socio-historical event. We can therefore conclude that there is an age effect in the construction of the collective autobiographical and historical memories of the inhabitants of Beijing. In this light, it seems pertinent to discuss the post-1980 generation because most of the members of this cohort share a common memory of their life course and of history. The same conclusion can be made as soon as one begins to analyse why that specific turning point or event was mentioned.
Conclusion
Our analyses and comparison of Beijing people's views on the turning points and socio-historical changes in their life course corroborate our original hypothesis. That is to say, Beijing youth born between 1984 and 1992 share autobiographical and historical collective memories that differ from those of their elders. On the one hand, their collective memory of history has in essence been marked by the Olympic Games in Beijing (2008) , the Sichuan earthquake that took place in the same year, and the September 11 terrorist attacks. These young Chinese people are also concerned with public health issues, and they cite the retrocession of Hong Kong and Macau as a symbol of national unity. The balinghou in Beijing share a strong memory and generational identity that crystallize around their collective autobiographical and historical memories between the ages of 10 and 25 years. It is therefore correct to use the term generation when describing them.
The issue of generations takes on its full meaning in the contemporary history of the PRC because, from 1949, the Chinese society has experienced a current of rapid social change and has been shaken up and broken apart by brutal cuts, with a range of divergent futures at play for successive cohorts (Chauvel [1998 (Chauvel [ ] 2011 . Our results also confirm the existence of a reminiscence bump that structures autobiographical and historical memories. According to our analyses, this bump would be between the ages of 10 and 25 for all five age groups (1984-1992, 1969-1977, 1954-1962, 1939-1947, and 1924-1932) . In analysing the responses from each cohort, we discovered that the respondents tended to cite national socio-historical events that they have personally lived through between their adolescence and entry into adulthood. Nevertheless, it seems that the youth of Beijing are becoming more and more open to the rest of the world. The youngest age groups mentioned the highest number of international socio-historical changes (these represent 2.4 % of the changes mentioned by those aged 78-86 years and 19.7 % of the changes cited by those aged 18-26 years) 25 . Unlike in other countries, references to wars are few and far between among the Chinese people, especially among the Beijing youth (based on our data and the results of Jennings and Zhang 2005) . What is more, in China, the generational imprint is linked to the position of the individual in their life course at the time of the socio-historical event. To conclude, biographical trajectories, to quote Mills, "can only be understood in terms of a binding and complex relation with socio-historical structures" 26 . Meanwhile, contrary to Mills' hypothesis ([1959] 2006) , it would seem that most of our respondents in Beijing are well aware that their life course is embedded into a historical and societal context and shaped by the environment.
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Notes
1 The Lexis diagram in Appendix A, which simultaneously represents three dimensions: historic time, age or position in the cycle of life, and birth cohort, illustrates this link between life trajectories, socio-historical changes, and the transformation of social structures.
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